SPEECH IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS
these years ? If the State could pass a measure
of disendowment, why could it not have passed
a measure for education ? The Church would
not have had the power to oppose them. As
a matter of fact, such education as there was was
done by the Church. On the authority of the
correspondent of the Times, whose message
had not been censored, there were 90,000 chil-
dren of school age in Madrid ; 50,000 were
educated in Church schools and 40,000 had no
schools to go to. The Government of Madrid
came in and shut up those schools for 50,000
children, so then there were 90,000 without
education. What I suppose can be alleged is
that the Church could not cover the whole
ground, and no doubt they would have opposed
proposals for purely secular education. Just
those two points are the very things that have
been alleged, and with like injustice, in the
past against the Church of England.
Now I have to say one or two things which I
very much regret about the utterances of certain
most reverend and right reverend Prelates on
this whole question. I am not referring to the
most reverend Primate. He has said what I
should have expected him to say, and I deeply
regret that through a misconception he has
been unjustly attacked by the Qsservatore Romano.
I am afraid I cannot say the like of his brother,
6?